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Developing potential and Flexi-schooling provision
An opportunity exists for Erpingham Church of England Primary School to develop mutually beneficial links with parents and carers who have chosen to home educate their children. 

For Home Educators this approach opens access to learning and social development activities and related resources offered within mainstream provision.

For our school, this approach enhances the sustainability, viability and best value use of the school estate, human and physical resources. We aim to further develop these areas to become a ‘network hub’ for liaison between Home and Mainstream schooling. 

Background to our school 
Erpingham Primary School is set in the gently rolling fields of rural North Norfolk. We are close to the beautiful Norfolk coastline, the Broads and ‘fine city’ of Norwich. We represent a sparsely populated area and our children have traditionally been drawn from a wider geographic region as well as those from our immediate village.  We are here to serve the children, their families and the community. Every member of our school community is important and we believe that all can learn from each other. We are very proud of our school, which is a safe, secure and caring community. We were rated as good by Ofsted in 2008. 

We work closely together to ensure that our children achieve their best. We want all of our children to love their time at our school and leave the school as confident young people with an enjoyment in learning. We aim to delight and inspire children to be resourceful, independent learners. We give our children a high quality, creative and personalised learning experience across a wide range of subjects and contexts. 

Ethos – ‘Developing Potential in a nurturing, innovative and outward facing School’ 

Mission Statement 
‘To encourage an enthusiasm and joy of learning through a creative curriculum and holistic approach to education that reflects Christian values and supports our community, guaranteeing accessibility and availability to all’ 

Vision 
Our school provides a happy, stimulating, secure and safe environment that offers all of our children an equal opportunity to develop their own individual abilities and personalities, helping to unlock their potential. 

Our approach equips all of our pupils with the knowledge, skills, concepts, attitudes and values offered by our broad, balanced and innovative curriculum. We foster a lifelong love of learning in an atmosphere where pupils, parents and teachers can effectively work together enhancing the education provision for all. 

Our children appreciate the benefits of healthy living, the outdoors and physical fitness. The learning experiences we present enable children to develop personal self-respect and confidence providing them with the tools to make a positive contribution to society and an appreciation of the environment. 

Elective Home Educated Children 
“Flexi-schooling” is an arrangement between the parent and the school where the child is registered at school but where the child attends the school part time. The rest of the time the child is home-educated (effectively an authorised absence from school). Flexi-schooling is a legal option provided that the Headteacher of the school concerned agrees to the arrangement. 

At Erpingham Primary we firmly support the Every Child Matters agenda and believe that education should be tailored to needs of each child, that each child should be able to develop at their own pace and access an appropriate level of education whatever their age. In response to this aim, we plan provision for each child within small groups or on an individual basis. 

Additionally, through the development of ‘Hub days’ we are keen to support parents and carers who wish to teach their children in school or to join within a normal school day. 

We are a very small school that has created a caring family atmosphere in which all are respected and valued. Staff are positive in their approach, encouraging all pupils to achieve their full potential by using a flexible and child-centred approach. 

Our small school has many advantages. Our curriculum is naturally personalised and we have a creative, innovative approach to education. 

Each child and each child’s family is known in depth.

Learning programmes can be tailored to operate to the advantage of each child’s preferred learning style. A child’s interests and enthusiasms are built into these plans so as to help motivate the child and ensure that learning is a pleasurable and stimulating experience. 

We can be responsive and flexible to support a child who is encountering difficulties or to stretch the learning of a child who shows talent. 

A small school can make learning a broad and creative process. More learning can be structured around exciting and well planned and themed projects – particularly given the spectacular setting of our school and access to our local area. 

Research shows that there is a growing demand for flexible approaches to schooling. Most parents and children are quite happy and do well in the traditional structure of state schooling. However, there are exceptions. There are those children who have been emotionally bruised by their experience of school. There are others who have parents and carers who for philosophical reasons prefer their child not to work within the constraints of a national programme of learning. Some children with a particular talent that is being nurtured at home may relish some time in a school setting. It is clear that there is a demand for  alternative approaches. 

Our approach will provide: 

Mutual support 
An opportunity for those who choose to educate at home to come together and receive additional support and to share best practice through our website, VLE and on Networking Hub Days. 

Social experience 
Opportunities for children who may be educated within a smaller rural school, group or home environment to expand their own social / educational network on a regular basis by developing learning links with other children outside their normal terms of reference. 

Dynamic learning 
Opportunities to adopt exciting approaches to teaching and learning that are evidence based. It would create the opportunity to create a learning community of children, staff and parents in which there is ongoing dialogue about effective nurturing and learning. 

Being a very small school we do not operate simply as a smaller version of a large school. We have opportunities for an exciting and fulfilling approach to education that is not possible in a large school. 

The advantages: 

Admission 
Cross age – dependent on need and parental choice 

A mixture of full-time and part-time on roll 

Curriculum 
For full-time pupils we would guarantee over-all coverage of the outcomes of the National Curriculum 

For part-time children where it is not possible to guarantee over-all coverage of the National Curriculum we have a creative approach to education that is personalised to individual childs needs  

Contracts 
A home-school contract with parents and carers is agreed at the point at which a Flexi-school place is sought. The contract makes clear who is responsible for educational provision on a day by day basis and the safety of the child at any given time. We ask all parents and carers who wish to take advantage of this collaboration to consider the following statements: 

The school is insured and responsible for all children who are pupils of the school when they are in the school premises during normal school hours or on walks or trips organised and supervised by the school, at all other times children are the responsibility of their parents and carers. 

The school takes responsibility for the travel arrangements for children during school trips arranged within normal school hours unless parents and carers undertake to transport their children themselves. In such cases parents and carers will take full responsibility for the necessary travel arrangements. 

Children who come to school on a part-time basis will be given a school membership card which records them as an Erpingham Primary School pupil and may allow them free or reduced price access them to places of interest, such as national trust venues, museums and galleries. In such cases the responsibility and care of the child will be with their parents and carers. 

During school hours children may come to school with their parents and carers and remain in the care of their parents and carers, but this must be made clear on the home / school contract. 

If either party to the flexi-school contract is dissatisfied with its success, concerns should be openly shared. If a mutually acceptable remedy cannot be achieved the arrangement may be concluded by either party.
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