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Our Family Learning Day
Music





8th February 2012
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Families took part in a noisy and exciting musical family learning day today at Erpingham Primary School as mums and dads, brothers and sisters were invited to join in a day learning about all aspects of music led by two parents; Mr Sayer and Mr Gebbitt and teacher Mrs Taylor.
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Mrs Taylor ran an African Drumming workshop, definitely the noisiest stop of the day!  She taught rhythm using great games including ‘don’t copy this one’ and gave families the chance to compose a piece of music using the words we hear all around us.  Rhythms were put to phrases ranging from ‘baby Lola’ and ‘chips and ketchup’ to ‘Transformers; Revenge of the Fallen!’   
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Peter and the Wolf by Prokofiev was the basis of Mr Gebbitt’s workshop, centred round recognising the different instruments in an orchestra and the way in which a sound or tune can depict a certain character.  Families played games helping them to learn the sounds of the different characters in the music and made masks which they used to become the characters when Mr Gebbitt played them part of the music at the end of the session.  There were plenty of scary wolves in class today!
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Mr Sayer used instruments to teach the children the elements of music; pitch, tempo and dynamics.  Everyone was able to play an instrument ranging from xylophones to recorders to a bass guitar.  Learning the difference between high and low, fast and slow and quiet and loud led to a fun and often giggly session!  The children also learned to create a graphic score and played their instruments to the new piece of music they had written. 
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After a wonderful hands on day of learning families were treated to a performance by local guitarist Mr Morrison who was then joined for a jam by Mr Sayer.  The children then settled down to watch a film of Peter and the Wolf for a lovely finish to the day.




























